Francs - Cotes de Bordeaux

« La plus petite des appellations de Bordeaux - 450 hectares - ressemble
a un petit état indépendant et occupe les coteaux les plus élevés de la
Gironde, a mi-chemin entre les vallées de I'lsle et de la Dordogne, a 'est
de Saint Emilion. Ici, la polyculture imprime partout une respiration tres
vivante : prés, cultures céréalieres alternent avec la vigne. Née en 1967,
'appellation appartient bien a la famille bordelaise. Ses vins ont cette
netteté des Bordeaux de bonne race. Humble perle du vignoble borde-
lais, les Cotes de Francs n’en constituent pas moins I'une de ses pierres
les plus précieuses. Pour I'instant elle ne brille que pour elle et quelques
amateurs avertis, mais son éclat délicat et discret risque bien dans I'ave-
nir d’éclipser des gloires mieux établies. » - Jean Paul Kauffmann

Vineyard

The estate was acquired by George Thienpont in 1946, who then re-
planted the vines towards the end of the 1970s. His son Nicolas took
over winemaking duties from 1983.

Chéateau Puygueraud has become the “flagship’ estate of Cotes de
Francs and a benchmark for this appellation’s revival.

For several years, vineyard replanting has helped to improve the
wine’s precision thanks to rootstock tailored to the soil and high-qua-
lity clone or massal selection.

Terroir: limestone-clay on clay, with marl and asteriated limestone
rock subsoil

Vineyard area: 35 ha (31 ha in production)

Contact

Owner: Nicolas Thienpont
+33(0)5 57 56 07 47 - contact@puygueraud.com
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1983: First vintage by

NICOLAS THIENPONT

CHATEAU PUYGUERAUD

2015 Vintage

Harvest: Merlot from September 28th to October 13th
Cabernet Franc on October 12th and 13th
Malbec on October 5th

Yield: 45 hl./ha

Production: around 150 000 bottles

Blend: 80% Merlot, 15% Cabernet Franc, 5% Malbec

92-93/100

90-93/100

90/100

2015 Press review

«So pretty and refined already with dark fruit and floral
character. Full body, very polished tannins and a pre-
cise and clean finish.»

James Suckling, jamessuckling.com, avril 2016

«This has a strong tobacco leaf edge, along with a
dark tea note and a twinge of alder, all mixing with the
medium-weight core of black cherry fruit. Shows good
range and length.»

James Molesworth, Wine Spectator, avril 2016

«The leading player in the appellation. A blend of
Merlot and Cabernet Franc with 5% Malbec. Lovely
aromatic expression - blueberry and dark fruit notes.
Sweet fruited palate with a touch of oak present. Fine,
rounded tannins and a firm, chalky finish. Fine ageing
potential. »

James Lawther MW, Decanter, avril 2016



