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For this vintage affected by the frost of April, the second wine has been produced in a
minuscule quantity. However, it remains a great classic of the domain with its crunchy, its
delicacy and its elegance.

TEMPERATURES AND RAINFALL
The biggest impact on the vintage was the frost in April. This vintage was indelibly impacted by the sudden
frost  which affected Europe’s  vineyards during the last  10 days of  April.  In  Bordeaux,  the extremely low
temperatures during the night of 26-27 April caused most of the damage. The last time Bordeaux was
affected by such an intense frost was in 1991. Thanks to its location, only 30% of Cheval Blanc’s vineyards
were  affected.  Unfortunately,  the  same  cannot  be  said  for  the  majority  of  the  vineyards  in  the
Gironde. Following the trauma of this event, the team at the property acted fast to deal with the affected
areas.  Each of the frozen vines was marked and pruned for a second time to encourage the growth of a
second batch of grapes. These efforts were rewarded by exceptional weather during the summer and up
until the end of the harvest. Most of these second batches of grapes reached perfect maturation and were
used in the blends of Cheval Blanc and Petit Cheval. A great relief for the teams in the vineyards who had
worked meticulously throughout the growing cycle. After a dry January, the weather in February and March
was normal. April was another extremely dry month followed by very wet months in May and June (205
mm). Apart from the frost in April, temperatures were normal for the season. July and August were fairly
dry  with  moderate  temperatures  whilst  average rainfall  in  September  helped the  grapes  to  mature
perfectly. The harvest was finished in October in glorious weather.

2017 : TEMPERATURES AND RAINFALL COMPARED WITH
NORMAL VALUES IN SAINT-EMILION
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WATER BALANCE
The water regime throughout the season had a positive impact on the quality of the grapes. The heavy
rainfall  in  June  built  sufficient  reserves  for  the  vegetation  to  flourish  during  the  dry  months  of  July  and
August. More than usual rainfall in September enabled the ripening process to progress whilst a dry month
of October provided ideal conditions for the grapes to reach perfect maturity. Although to a lesser degree
than in 2013, 2014 and 2016, by 30 June the vintage was declared a wet one thanks to the heavy rainfall
in May and June which followed the dry month of April. But, following the wet start in the growth cycle, July
and August were very dry and the 2017 vintage proved to be a very dry one. By 31 August, 2017 was
recorded as the sixth driest vintage since 1952, keeping company with vintages such as 1989, 1990, 1995
and 2010. By 30 September, 2017 was placed in 12th position ranked along with 2016, 1986 and 1998.
Normal weather conditions in September helped the grapes to reach maturity by the middle of October, in
very dry conditions. All three ‘terroirs’ at Cheval Blanc responded well to this water regime and it had a lot
less negative impact upon the gravel soils than was the case in 2016. The water regime in the summer
and  at  the  end  of  the  season  helped  the  second  batches  of  grapes  from  the  plots  affected  by  frost  to
mature properly.

2017 WATER BALANCE
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GROWING SEASON
The bud burst was relatively early; 3 April  for the Merlot and 7 April  for the Cabernet. Mid flowering was
recorded on 25 May for the Merlot and 27 May for the Cabernet. Despite heavy rainfall, the flowering was
healthy and homogenous throughout. The ripening period was between 23 and 30 July depending upon the
grape variety. The extremely dry summer prevented the vines from growing too quickly. The harvest
spanned over a long period between 6 September and 11 October. The dry summer and the clement
weather at the end of the season helped the second batches of grapes to mature perfectly too.  The
vineyards were in good health. The yields at the domain were lower than usual at 21 hectolitres/hectare,
due to the frost.


