


 

 

 

James Molesworth, Wine Spectator 

« It’s an elite wine putting in an elite performance in this vintage. 
… remarkably polished. A huge, undeniable wine, overt in style. » 

 
James Suckling, Jamessuckling.com 

« Full and refined. This is highly intellectual and unique. Great finish. » 
 

Roger Voss, Wine Enthusiast 

« This wine is so stylish … all balance and elegance. A great Ducru. » 

 
Chris Kissack, The Wine Doctor 

« This is an intense, savoury, polished, creamed, concentrated joy. » 
 

Jeannie Cho Lee, Jeanniecholee.com 

« A powerful, dense, velvety Ducru with great structure and intensity. » 
 

Jeff Leve, The Wine Cellar Insider 

« The best Ducru-Beaucaillou ever! » 
 

Jane Anson, Decanter 

« Hugely intense and concentrated … utterly beautiful wine. » 

 
Markus Del Monego, Tastingbook.com 

« … well structured and balanced with excellent fruit and great length. » 
 

Matthew Jukes, Matthewjukes.com 

« Ducru has a magnificent nose … wonderful density with admirable focus. 
Lovely and pure … the tannins are so refined. » 

 
Olivier Poels, La Revue du Vin de France 

« Au sommet du raffinement et de la classe. Il joue une partition parfaitement 
équilibrée entre un fruit éclatant et suave, des tanins de soie et une longueur 

prométhéenne. Un modèle pour Ducru et le Médoc. » 
 

Antonio Galloni, Vinous 
« A gorgeous Ducru. One of the highlights of the vintage, simply magnificent. A 

wine of spectacular balance and pure class » 
 

Yves Beck, Beckustator 

« … tannins d’une puissance exceptionnelle, aux grains très fins … grâce, crémeux, 
profondeur … exceptionnelle aptitude à aller très loin dans le temps. »  

 
Bettane et Desseauve, mybettanedesseauve.fr 

« Arôme parfait de cèdre, texture d’une race de premier cru, finale précise, un des 
sommets du millésime en Médoc. » 

Château Ducru-Beaucaillou 2016 
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Ducru-Beaucaillou 2016 
Ratings 

  

Critics Publication Rating 

James Molesworth Wine Spectator 97-100 

Olivier Poels RVF 19-20 

Yves Beck Yvesbeck.com 97-100 

Jeff Leve The Wine Cellar Insider 98-100 

James Suckling Jamessuckling.com 97-98 

Neal Martin  The Wine Advocate 96-98 

Bettane & Desseauve Bettane&Desseauve.com 98 

Roger Voss Wine Enthusiast 97-99 

Jancis Robinson Jancisrobinson.com 17 

Jane Anson Decanter 97 

Markus del Monego Tastingbook.com 97 

Antonio Galloni Vinous 94-97 

Jacques Dupont Le Point 18 

Jeannie Cho Lee Jeanniecholee.com 96 

Matthew Jukes Matthewjukes.com 18.5+ 

Tim Atkin Timatkin.com 96 

Yohan Castaing Gault et Millau 17-19 

Chris Kissack Winedoctor.com 97-99 



 

 
    
   Château Ducru-Beaucaillou 2016 

  

 
 
The Story: 
 
The harvesting of the Merlot on the Ducru-Beaucaillou plateau started September 24th and 
ended October 1st, those of the Cabernet-Sauvignon started October 7th, ending on October 
14th. 

 
Cellar Master Tasting Notes (March 2017): 
 
Color: deep dark purple wine 
Nose: a bouquet very composed, very pure, subtle and delicate, much fruit with floral shades, 
a touch of violet. After swirling, dry black ink with a touch of graphite. 
Palate: sensual, majestic, juicy, precise & tasty, black fruits, mocha, spices, Cedar and 
liquorice notes. Bewitching, almost absolute persistence. 
 
Meteorology: 2016: A biblical vintage 
 
In this testing year, we first had the Flood (a wet spring with permanent humidity and 
temperatures distinctly lower than the average), then the Plagues (attacks of excoriose, then 
the perfidious mildew and finally a burst of oidium), the time in the wilderness (severe 
drought) and, finally, the arrival in the promised land for optimum picking, Jerusalem the 
celestial (the Indian summer suits the vine so well…irrecognisable, generous, haughty).  
 

The Blend: 
 

• 85 % Cabernet-Sauvignon 

• 15 % Merlot Noir 

 

 
Our Commitment: 
 

The samples tasted during the en-primeur week were taken from the final blend done during 
the first three months of 2017. 
This wine will mature for 18 months in 100% new oak barrels. Our barrels are certified 
French oak, naturally cured in open-air drying parks during a minimum of 3 years.  
Regular topping-up is done during the first 6 months of maturation. The wine is racked 
through the bung holes every 2 or 3 months and undergoes a total of 7 rackings during its 
barrel maturation.  
The traditional fining with egg white is done in the barrel. Bottling is carried out under sterile 
conditions with inert gas. Only first quality natural corks are used and measure 54mm in 
length.  Our bottles, engraved with the name Ducru-Beaucaillou and laser marked, have 
labels incorporating holograms. 
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